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JACK  W.  WORTH 

Petersburg,  Illinois 


AUTHOR  OF 


"HONEST  ABE" 


14th  August  1936 


"HERE  HE  WALKED" 


"LINCOLN,  THE  ARISTOCRAT" 


"THRU  THE  LINCOLN 
COUNTRY" 


WITH  THE  CAMERA 


Dr,  Louis  A.  Warren, Direct or 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Port  Wayne, Indiana 


"NEW  SALEM  OF  TO-DAY" 


A  MOTION  PICTURE 


Dear  Dr.  Warren 


"LINCOLN,  THE  LIFE  OF 
ONE  AMERICAN" 


A  MOTION  PICTURE 


In  your  letter  dated  August  4th  you 


stated  that  a  picture  of  the  Lincoln 


cabin  at  Hodgensville  was  being  forwarded  to 
me*  To-date  this  item  has  not  been  received, 
I  wonder  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  check 
this  up,  as  I  am  most  anxious  to  use  it  for 
replica  purposes. 


contact  the  Lincolniana  Publishers,  and  quote 
them  wholesale  prices  on  my  booklet  "Honest 
Abe".  I  have  done  this,  and  wish  to  thank  you 
for  the  suggestion.  We  have  commenced  work  on 
the  motion  picture  and  have  completed  the  wedding 
of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks,  When  this  scene 
is  checked  will  send  you  one  of  the  "Stills"  of  it. 


In  the  same  letter  you  suggested  I 


Sincerely  yours, 


JWW/B 


August  36,  1936 


/ 


Mr.  Jack  W.  Worth 
Petersburg,  Illinois 

My  dear  Ur.  Worthi 

X  regret  tliat  I  left  upon  ay  vacation  irsnedl* 
ately  upon  receipt  of  your  letter  and  am  disappointed 
to  find  that  the  picture  was  omitted. 

You  ?rill  please  find  the  picture  to  which  I 
referred  enclosed  and  I  trust  it  rill  not  be  too  late 
to  be  of  use  to  you. 

Very  truly  yours 


LAIiLH  Director 
Enc» 


/ 


THOH 


bail 

to. 


The  Cat^feill  >Ion  n      ms  News 


— 


Published  in  the  Center  of  the  Catskill  Mountain  Resort  Region  ::  Thirty  Years  Under  Same  Management 


CLARKE  A.  SANFORD,  Publisher 


lllte^sJ^ARGARETVlLLE.  NEW  YORK 


August  25,  19 36 


36  1938  H 


Gentlemen:  - 

I  think  itpossible  that  a  local  -  arty  might  build  one 
of  the    Lincoln  Log  Cabin  Replica  end  we  would  be  glad  to 
furnish  them  with  a  picture  of  the  cabin  which  we  understand 
you  will  send. 


Yours  very  truly 
CATSKILL  MOUNTAIN  NEW8 


August  28,  1936 


Cat  ski  11  Mountain  l?ew» 
ifargaretwille,  Hew  York 

Gentlemen:  * 

We  are  Indeed  pleaeed  to  forward  a  picture  of 
the  Lincoln  cabin  ag  Is  enshrined  in  the  memorial  building 

at  Kodgenville,  Kentucky. 

The  detail  is  sufficient,  X  think,  that  giwe 
one  an  Idea  how  the  logs  are  put  together  and  a  Lincoln 
Lore  issue  describing  how  to  build  the  cabin  will  give 
enough  further  details  to  make  the  fee  simile  quite  easily 

constructed. 

*?e  would  be  pleased  Indeed  to  know  if  the 
project  is  successfully  carried  through. 

Tory  truly  yours 


LATitLH 


Director 
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Mr.  Charles  T.  Whit* 
Hancock,  Hew  fork 

%  dear  Hf*  Shltei 

We  want  to  thank  you  very  ouch  for  sending  a 
copy  of  the  Hancock  paper  containing  a  reprint  froia 
Lincoln  Lore. 

This  is  just  exactly  what  we  had  in  mind  when 
we  had  this  Lincoln  Lore  issued, that  there  might  be 
some  enthusiasm  shown  in  other  cormmml  ties  where  a 
Lincoln  cabin  raight  be  erweted. 

Thank  you  very  belch  for  'your  courtesy. 

Tours  very  truly 


poles  be- 


LAWtLH 


Director 


PAGE  TWO 


Lincoln  Cabins 
Like  Original 
Springing  Up 

Why  Not  One  in  Hancock  as 
Tourist  Attraction? 


EXACT  DETAILS  GIVEN 


Fort  Wayne  Lincoln  National  Life  In- 
surance Co.  Will  Aid 

Lincoln  log  cabins, exact  replicas  of 
the  original  enclosed  in  a  marble 
temple  at  Hodgenville,  Ky. ,  are  be- 
ing built  around  the  country,  for  use 
as  historic  reminders  and  for  practical 
service  as  well. 

The  log  cabin  in  which  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  born  has  become  the  best 
known  home  in  all  the  universe.  No 
structure  where  a  man  of  any  nation 
has  dwelt  is  more  quickly  recognized 
by  people  the  world  around  than  the 
house  of  logs  in  which  Abraham  Lin- 
coln first  saw  the  light  of  day. 

On  February  12,  1909,  President, 
Theodore  Roosevelt  visited  the  birth- 
place  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  order  to 
take  part  in  a  program  which  launched 
the  project  looking  to  the  preservation 
of  the  Lincoln  cabin.  On  June  14, 
1936,  President  Franklin  Roosevelt 
made  a  journey  to  the  same  place, not 
to  deliver  an  address,  but  to  visit  the 
humble  cabin  much  as  a  private  citi- 
zen to  gain  inspiration  at  the  shrine. 

The  original  Lincoln  cabin  itself 
once  went  on  a  lengthy  itinerary, hav- 
ing been  ishown  at  the  Tennessee  Cen- 
tennial at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and 
in  many  of  the  large  cities  of  the 
country.  On  the  one  hundredth  an- 
niversary of  Lincoln's  birth  in  1909, 
it  was,  returned  to  its  original  site. 
As  the  cabin  is  no  longer  available  for 
exhibition  purposes  the  next  •  best 
method  of  allowing  the  general  public 
to  get  a  glimpse  of  what  the  birth- ' 
place  of  Lincoln  was  like  is  to  con- 1 
Btruct  replicas  of  it.  Many  of  these 1 
have  been  erected  throughout  the 
country  and  even  Denmark  has  built 
a  Lincoln  cabin  in  one  of  her  parks. 
In  1920  The  Lincoln  National  Life  In- 
surance Company  erected  a  replica  of 
the  cabin  in  Foster  Park  at  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana.  Three  years  later 
Miss  Mary  Bowditch  Forbes  built  a 
Lincoln  cabin  on  her  estate  at  Milton,  ' 
Massachusetts.  Both  of  these  log! 
houses  are  built  to  the  exact  specifica- 
tions of  the  Hodgenville  cabin  now 
preserved  in  the  beautiful  memorial 
structure  there. 

The  Fo,rt  Wayne  Lincoln  cabin  has 
recently  been  rebuilt  in  a,  more  favor- 
able location  near  the  entrance  of 
Foster  Park.  It  is  surrounded  on  three 
sides  by  a  typical  pioneer  rail  fence 
and  the  landscaping  has  been  ar- 
ranged to  harmonize-  with  a  cabin 
home.  The  furnishings  for  the  cabin 
were  obtained  in  Kentucky  in  the 
county  where  Abrham  Lincoln  was 
born. 

Many  requests  have  come  to  the  Lin- 
coln National  Life  Foundation  from 
Boy  Scout  Troops  and  other  organiza- 
tions for  information!  which  would  be 
helpful  in  building  a  replica  of  the 
cabin.    Exact  data  for  a  replica  of 


Foundation 
Field  stones  were  used  under  the 
foundation  logs  although  sometimes 
large  stones  supporting  the  four  cor- 
ners of  the  cabin  and  the  four  corners 
of  the  chimney  were  all  that  were  re- 
quired. 

General  Plan 
The  cabin  is  17  ft.  x  13  ft.. ,  outside 
measurements,  with  a  door  5  ft.  8  in. 
by  2  ft.  8  in.  and  a  window  2  ft. 
square  in  the  front  wall  of  the  struc- 
ture .  On  the  left  side  wall  is  an  open- 
ing for  the  fireplace  and  a  log  and 
stick  chimney  6  ft.  6  in.  wide  and  3 
ft.  11  in.  deep.  The  back  and  right 
walls  of  the  cabin  are  without  open- 
ings. 

Front  Wall 
The  front  wall  is  eleven  logs  high 
to  the  eaves.  To  make  room  for  door 
and  windows  several  logs  of  different 
lengths!  are  necessary.  Log  Measure- 
ments follow: 

1  log    19  ft. 

4  logs   17  ft. 

6  logs    7ft.  7  in. 

4  logs    6  ft.  9  in. 

2  logs    3  ft. 

2  log*   1  ft.  9  in,. 

Boor  easing,,  overall  ....2  ft.  8  in. 

wide,  5  ft.  8  in.  high 
Window  casing,  overall.  .2  ft.  square 
Right  Side  Wall 
The  right  side  wall  is  ten  logs  high 
including  the  long  eave  log.  Above 
the  eave  are  three  more  logs  which 
complete  the  gable.  Log  Measure- 
ments follow: 

1  log    15  ft. 

9  logs  13  ft. 

1  log  9  ft.  6  in. 

1  log  2  ft.  6  in. 

Back  Wall 
The  back  wall  is  plain  with  all  logs 
the  same  length  except  the  eave  log 


which  extends  out  on  each  end  12 
inches  beyond  the  rest  of  the  back 
logs.    Log  Measurements  follow: 

1  log    19  ft. 

10  logs   17  ft. 

Left  Side  Wall 
The  fireplace  is  cut  out  of  the  left 
wall.  The  sixth  log  directly  over  the 
fireplace  is  the  first  one  to  extend  the 
full  length  of  the  side  wall.  There 
are  four  more  full  length  logs  includ: 
ing  the  eave  log  and  three  shorter 
ones  in  the  gable.  Log  Measurements 
follow: 

i  log  15  ait. 

4  logs    13  ft. 

5  logs    4  ft.  3  in. 

1  log    9  ft.  6  in. 

1  log  5  ft.  6  in. 

1  log  2  ft.  6  in. 

Chimney 

The  chimney  against  the  left  wall 
is  five  logs  high  in  back  and  six  logs 
high  on  each  side.  On  top  of  these 
logs  smaller  sticks  are  used  to  build 
the  chimney,  tapering  off  until  they 
reach  the  height  of  the  ninth  side  log 
of  the  cabin.  (The  chimney  may  be 
extended  to  the  roof. )  Log  Measure- 
ments follow: 

12  logs    4  ft.  10  in. 

5  logs    6  ft.  6  in. 

30  sticks  from  ..  6  ft. 6  in. to  3  ft. 3  in 
Roof 

The  roof  consists  of  five  poles  be- 
sides the  two  eave  logs  of  the  walls, 
and  on  these,  three  courses  of  hand 
made  singles  are  placed.  These 
shingles  are  held  on  by  an  extra  ridge 
pole  and  three  more  poles  extending 
across  the  roof  where  the  courses  of 
shingles  join  Pole  Measurements  fol- 
low: 

12  poles    19  ft.  long 

Sufficient  hand  made  shingles  for  3 

courses  on  each  side  of  roof. 
Picture  Available 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Founda- 
tion will  be  pleased  to  furnish  a  pic- 
ture of  the  cabin  to  any  group  which 
anticipates  building  a  replica. 


October  22,  1936 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Gentlemen: 

In  the  issue  of  July  27,  1936,  of  Lincoln 
Lore  were  the  details  of  construction  of  the 
log  cabin  in  which  Lincoln  was  born.  There 
was  a  paragraph  to  the  effect  that  the 
foundation  would  be  glad  to  send,  a  picture 
of  this  cabin  upon  request. 

The  writer  is  a  member  of  the  Lincoln  Fellow- 
ship of  southern  California  and  our  association 
has  under  consideration  the  sponsoring  of  the 
erection  of  one  of  tnese  cabins  in  Lincoln 
Park,  one  of  the  principal  parks  of  the  city. 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  send  me  a  copy  of 
the  picture  of  this  cabin  and  any  other  matter 
which  you  think  would  be  of  assistance  in 
carrying  on  this  work. 


Very  truly  yours, 


EN  :DH 


October  27,  1936 


Mr.  E&auiid  Hichols 

Bartlett  Building 

Log  Angeles,  California 

My  dear  Mr.  Nichols: 

You  will  ylease  find  under  separate  cover  a 
picture  of  the  Lincoln  lo&  cat in  as  it  appears  en- 
shrined within  the  caeioorial  building  at  Eodgenville 
which  I  think  is  sufficiently  cle?r  to  give  you  some 
idea  a£  to  the  construction  methods  used. 

The  dimensions  which  appear  in  Lincoln  Lore 
are  similar  to  those  of  the  reconstructed  Lincoln  cabin. 

We  will  be  pleased  to  learn  if  you  decide  to 
reconstruct  Lincoln* s  birthplace. 

Your 8  very  truly 


LA*":LH 


Director 


R.L.McCOURT.  President 
CLEM  S. GLASS, Vice  Pres. 
R.L.McCDURT.Jr.  Exec. Vice  Pres. 


W.ROSS  CAMPBELL  CO. 


REALTOR 


BUSINESS  AND  INDUSTRIAL 


PROPERTY 


SALES  ■  LEASES  ■  MANAGEMENT  ■  LOANS  •  INSURANCE  •  INVESTMENTS 
712  SOUTH  SPRING  STREET,  LOS  ANGELES  14, CALIFORNIA 


CLEM  C. GLASS, Vice  President 
T.S. STEEL, Vice  President 
JOHN  ROSS  GLASS, Secy. -Treas. 


TRINITY  9911 


Sept ember, 2, 1952. 

Dr .  Warren 
%  Lincoln  Foundation 
Lincoln  Na  t'l  Life  Ins  Co,, 
Fort  Wayne  1  Indiana, 

Dear  sir:- 

Mr.  Hackman,  Los  Angeles  General  Agent  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance  Co.,  has  given  me  your  name  and  suggested 
that  I  write  you, 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  Lincoln  Foundation 
has  a  very  complete  collection  of  historical  and  "biographical  data 
concerning  Abraham  Lincoln, 

I  am  about  to  retire  and  must  find  something  to  occupy 
my  time  to  prevent  me  from  going  to  seed,  or  becoming  mouldy.  My 
home  will  be  in  the  mountains  near  Los  Angeles.  There  will  be  a 
portion  of  the  land  not  occupied  by  the  house  and  garden,  on  which 
I  should  like  to  erect  an  exact  replica  of  Lincoln* s  cabin. 

I  possess  the  skill  to  erect  such  a  structure  with  my 
own  hands,  and  reasonable  funds  to  pay  for  it,  I  would  enjoy  the 
project  and  perhaps  could  produce  a  result  that  might  be  interesting 
to  others. 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  ask  if  the  Lincoln  Found- 
a  tion  can  furnish  complete  details , including  measured  drawings,  of 
the  cabin  inquest  ion.  If  so,  what  is  the  charge? 

The  idea  intrigues  me  and  if  information  is  available  I 
will  very  much  appreciate  anything  you  may  care  to  do  about  it. 

May  I  hear  from  you  by  return  mail? 

Very  truly  yours, 


712  S  Spring  St., 
Los  Angeles  14  Calif 


ESTAB. 


LETS  DISCUSS  IT- 


September  h,  1952 


Mr.  D.  A.  Holbrook 

712  S.  Spring  Street 

Los  Angeles  Ik,  California 

My  dear  Mr  .Holbrook: 

Please  find  attached  to  this  letter  a  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore 
giving  full  instructions  for  the  building  of  a  Lincoln  Cabin. 
It  must  be  said,  however,  that  the  cabin  now  occupying  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  Building  at  Hodgenville  contains,  it  is  be- 
lieved, many  of  the  logs  that  were  in  the  original  structure 
yet  the  cabin  as  it  new  appears  in  Hodgenville  is  somewhat 
smaller  than  the  original.      However,  the  instructions  we 
are  sending  you  are  from  the  cabin  now  enshrined  in  the 
Manorial  at  Lincoln's  birthplace. 


Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:BB 


Director 


The  Boston  Daily  Globe 
February  12,  I960 
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er  Replica  of  Lincoln's  Cabin 


QoseA  This  Birthday  by  the  Flu 

6.--*         "  'i  *J  '  '■    .  .   . r-    —  1  I" 


By  TED  ASHBY 

MILTON  — The  "flu"  attack 
which  rendered  Mary  Bow- 
ditch  Forbes  incommunicado 
couldn't  have 
come  at  a 
worse  time. 

This  is  the 
day  she  nor- 
mally would 
open  to  visitors 
at  her  Milton 
estate  the  log 
twin  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's 
birthplace.  ■ 
Employ- 
ing the  telephone  to  avoid 
association  she  said: 

''I'm  not  going  to  open  it 
this  year." 

Stalwart  Michael  Burke, 
caretaker  for  30  years  at  the 
big  gray  mansion,  took  a  look 
at  autos  entering  the  grounds, 
strode  resolutely  forward  to 
intercept. 

"She  told  me  she  doesn't 
want  to  talk  to  anyone.  Be- 
cause of  the  'flu,'  you  know." 

So,  the  latch  string  on  the 
exact  replica  of  the  one-room 
cabin  in  which  Lincoln  was 


born  is  out,  but  the  door  is 
locked. 

Why  did  Mary  Bowditch 
Forbes  have  the  cabin  built? 
She  has  said: 

"To  provide  a  place  where 
young  and  old,  rich  and  poor, 
and  people  of  diverging  inter- 
ests may  meet  as  Americans 
in  a  common  love  of  Abraham 
Lincoln." 

Met  they  have.  Once  a  band 
of  100  pieces,  led  by  the  late 
James  F.  Bulman,  played  Civil 
War  music.  Former  slaves 
have  been  there.  Celebrities 
have  made  speeches.  Carl 
Sandburg  left  autographed 
copies  of  his  "Life  of  Lincoln." 

Perfect  to  its  last  wooden 
peg,  the  shrine  was  built  by 
Thomas  S.  Murdock.  Miss 
Forbes,  noted  collector  of 
Lincolniana,  dispatched  him'  to 
Hodgenville,  Ky.,  where  he 
studied  minutely  the  17-by-12- 
loot  cabin  only  11  feet  high. 
That  was  in  1923. 

Murdock  even  brought  back 
a  bag  of  clay  from  Hodgen- 
ville, and  carefully  matched 
it  with  the  cement  used  on 
the  replica. 


I  It  took  Tom  six  months.  He 
.split  every  log,  just  as  Lin- 
coln, "The  Railsplitter,"  would 
have  done.  He  mortised  the 
corners,  and  used  hand-made 
pegs.  Every  detail  of  even  the 
chimney  was  copied. 

The  door  of  rough  boards 
has  a  simple  wooden  latch, 
J  which  can  be  lifted  from  the 
otfnde  only  when  the  latch- 
stfing  is  out,  hanging  through 
a  tiny  hole. 

j  A  cornerstone  for  the  play- 
house-like cabin  contains  a 
'history  of  its  construction, 
some  of  the  clay  Murdock 
^brought  back  from  Kentucky. 
Presiding  over  the  ceremony 
was  Mrs.  George  L.  Torbert,  a 
volunteer  Civil  War  nurse, 
who  saw  Lincoln  nominated 
at  Chicago. 

Mary  Bowditch  Forbes,  de- 
scendant of  Nathaniel  Bow- 
ditch, the  noted  navigator,  said 
she  will  not  be  about  today. 
Her  hundreds  of  Lincoln  me- 
mentos (the  extremely  valu- 
able ones  have  been  removed 
from>the  cabin)  must  wait  for 
viewing. 

They  '■include  his  ..first  polit- 
ical campaigwtMO^ncrs,  fufteral 
badges,  an  ornament  from  the 


NO  VISITORS  TODAY— Caretaker  Michael  Burke  tries  latch-string- at  door  to 
twin  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  birthplace  on  Milton  estate  of  Mary  Bowditch  Forbes. 

hearse,  some  of  his  writings,  a  I     IN    MONDAY'S    GLOBE,  i  have  one  of  the  prettiest  views 

flower  from  his  grave.  why  Magnolia's  six  firemen  '  on  the  coast.  S 

✓7 


en 


2^ 

> 

0) 


So 


4- 


Hi 


